
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
January 15, 1936 - October 21, 2023

HAWKINS, Mrs. Willa Jean - Age 87, passed Saturday, October 21, 2023, at
her residence. Family hour 10:30 AM Wednesday, November 1, 2023, at
Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle, 930 E. Myrtle Ave, with funeral service
commencing at 11:00 AM Pastor Stephen Murphy, Host Pastor, Rev. Dr.
Carlos D. Williams, Eulogist. Entombment Flint Memorial Park Cemetery,
9506 N. Dort Hwy., Mt. Morris, MI. Friends and pallbearers will assemble at
the church 10:30 AM Wednesday. Mrs. Hawkins will lie in state in the Chapel
of Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home, 906 W. Flint Park Blvd., from 3:00 PM -
6:00 PM Tuesday. Willa Jean Hawkins was born on January 15, 1936 in
Marked Tree, Arkansas, the eldest of two children born to Willie Junior and
Bernyce Hughes Junior.  

 Willa attended Parkland Elementary, Emerson Jr. High and graduated from old
Flint Northern in 1953. She earned a journalism scholarship to Eastern
Michigan University but decided to attend Michigan State University. She
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from MSU in 1957 and began working for
the Flint Public Schools in September 1957. She later earned her Master's
degree from Eastern Michigan University. She began her career at Clark
school as an Instructional Specialist. She served in this position for three
years. She served her final 17 years as an educator at Bunche Elementary
school, ultimately ending her career in education in 1990, as the principal of
Bunche.  

 Thanks to the UAW and John M. Epps, Willa attended the March on



Washington and heard Dr. Martin Luther King deliver his "I Have A Dream"
speech. His speech motivated Willa to become active in community issues.
Soon thereafter, Floyd J. McCree was selected by his fellow councilmen to
serve as Mayor of the City of Flint. Floyd wanted housing to be available in
any area, that any person could afford, to be available to Blacks. Willa helped
to lead a sleep-in on the lawn of Flint City Hall. This issue led to the creation
of the Community Civic League which worked to pass an Open Occupancy
Ordinance. 

 Willa served on the following boards: Community Mental Health, Chair of
Valley Area Agency on Aging (VAAA), New Paths and the Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan. She also served as Chairperson of the Genesee County
Democratic Party and as Genesee County Commissioner of the second
district, following the death of Sylvester Broome, Jr. Willa was a member of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, The Links, Inc., Delta Kappa Gamma and a long
time devoted member of Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle. She was awarded
the Sojourner Truth award by the National Association of Negro Business and
Professional Women's Club.  She was also a board member in the Victorious
Christian Women in Flint. Her most memorable award was given to her in
2018 at the former Bunche Elementary School. It was the joint naming of the
Virtual Library and Family Literacy Center. With Willa's many
accomplishments her fondest memories are looking back at the success of
her former students. 

 Willa Jean Hawkins leaves to cherish her memory: children, William “Mitch”
Hawkins and Kimberly Marable; grandchildren, Winter Hawkins and Monte
Marable; god-children, Mance Broome, Vickie Broome, Kyle “Dundi” Odom
and Trayce Epps; close friends, Dorothy Hitts, Ruth Ashburn, Roberta
McGowan, Joyce Jones, Sandra Epps, Thelma Watson, Valaria Conerly-Moon
and Gail Odom. 

 Willa was preceded in death by her loving husband, Elmer “Fudd” Hawkins;
brother, Willie Dennis Junior; and her parents, Willie and Bernyce Junior. 

 Please forgive us if we left anyone out. You all left a special place in her heart



and we thank you from the bottom of ours. 
 The family wishes to express their sincere appreciation to Dr. Carlos Williams

and Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Stephen Murphy Sr.
and Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., The
Flint Area Links and Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home



Cemetery Details

Flint Memorial Park Cemetery

G-9506 N. Dort Hwy.
Mt. Morris, MI 48458

Previous Events

Lie In State

OCT 31. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home Chapel, Flint
906 W. Flint Park Blvd.
Flint, MI 48505
(810) 789-MOON (6666)
lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com

Family hour

NOV 1. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle
930 E. Myrtle Ave.
Flint, MI 48505

mailto:lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/


Service

NOV 1. 11:00 AM (ET)

Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle
930 E. Myrtle Ave.
Flint, MI 48505
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Carolyn L Randolph-Witcher - March 12, 2024 at 01:19 PM

To the families of Mrs. Hawkins, Thank you for
sharing her with us all these years to assist in
rearing and watering young minds to go far
beyond what our education and dreams can
further us.

  
Thank you, the eldest four of the Randolph family.

Douglas Weiland - November 08, 2023 at 07:01 AM

Willa was a beautiful woman who put the needs of others ahead of
her own. As an active Democrat, I first met Willa when she served
as campaign manager for Sylvester Broome. When Mr. Broome
died; I supported her as she ran for Chair of the Genesee County
Democratic Party. I shall miss her. RIP Willa.

Betty Wesley - November 07, 2023 at 01:58 AM

Betty Wesley lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins
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Jimmye Maxwell - November 06, 2023 at 07:08 PM

Jimmye Maxwell lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Marilyn Jackson - November 06, 2023 at 12:40 PM

Anyone who knew Willa at Bunche knew was a wise and fair person
to them. She was loved and respected by all. My prayers and
condolences to the family. She will be missed .

Cheryl Adkins - November 06, 2023 at 06:54 AM

My prayers and condolences to the family of
Willa Hawkins. This powerful, gracious and
wise woman will be missed. Cheryl Adkins
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Eugene Kendrick - November 03, 2023 at 07:50 PM

Sending my prayers and condolences to the
family of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins.

  
Mrs. Hawkins was genuine, a beautiful person
and had much love and concerns for all of her
students. 

 I was one of them at Bunche Elementary School. Mrs Hawkins
didn’t play no games with us fellas…

 She will be truly missed. 
 I’m asking the Lord Jesus Christ to console your hearts during your

time of bereavement.
 May God continue to blessed her family and all of us that’s

impacted by her passing.
  

God bless 
 Eugene Kendrick III

Sabrina Lang-Brown - November 02, 2023 at 11:05 AM

Sabrina Lang-Brown lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

sabrina ruth - November 01, 2023 at 11:20 PM

Loved her as my first principal. K-6 she was the best.
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Marsha Ahlander - November 01, 2023 at 02:23 PM

Marsha Ahlander lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Tanya Jefferson - October 31, 2023 at 06:43 PM

Tanya Jefferson sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Rhonda Relerford-Lowe - October 31, 2023 at 06:04 PM

Mrs. Hawkins was my principal at Bunche Elementary school. 
She was an example of Excellence, and expected the same from
her students. She made a POSITIVE impression on me as a young
girl. 

 Her legacy lives on. 
 Rhonda Relerford-Lowe
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Mildred Hood - October 31, 2023 at 01:55 PM

Sending our prayers to the Hawkins Family.
We were neighbors for years, Mitch has
always been one of our bonus kids. Mitch
your mom was an awesome Genesee County
Commissioner and School Principal. Willa
was a true community servant! Cherish your sweet memories of
your mom, she is now your Angel! 

 Love you  Mr Paul and Mildred Hood

EARNEST/NANCY POUNCY - October 30, 2023 at 07:59 PM

With our Heartfelt Sympathy and
Condolences.

 Earnest & Nancy Pouncy Family

Ruth Lott - October 30, 2023 at 01:39 PM

Ruth Lott lit a candle in memory of Willa
Hawkins
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Ms. Gina Lee - October 30, 2023 at 11:15 AM

Ms. Gina sent a virtual gift in memory of Willa
Hawkins

Althea J. Barbee - October 30, 2023 at 10:23 AM

Althea Barbee lit a candle in memory of Willa
Hawkins

DuWan Nelson - October 30, 2023 at 09:44 AM

DuWan Nelson sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

DuWan Nelson - October 30, 2023 at 09:33 AM

Mrs. Hawkins was an awesome woman! She
was my principal while attending elementary
school at Bunche. She was very firm but she
did her job very well and she well respected
throughout the community. My sincere
condolences to the family. R.I.H!
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Marcia Teer - October 29, 2023 at 05:44 PM

To the family you are in my thoughts & prayers during this time of
bereavement.

Brenda Calhoun - October 29, 2023 at 03:28 PM

Brenda Calhoun sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Rosalind Smith - October 29, 2023 at 07:54 AM

Rosalind Smith sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Tommie Butler - October 28, 2023 at 05:47 PM

Mrs. Hawkins was my principal at Bunche from the 1st grade until
the 6st grade. She was very firm but fair. She was a great person
inside and out. Get your rear Mrs. Hawkins
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Darryl - October 28, 2023 at 05:23 PM

RIH Mrs.Hawkins principal Bunch school

Cedric T Jemison - October 28, 2023 at 04:48 PM

Mrs. Hawkins, I remember you were the
school principal at Bunche Elementary
School. Just in one school year 1979-1980, I
noticed how you were this fearless leader that
always keep students in line. Rest in peace.

Charles Mckenzie - October 28, 2023 at 02:41 PM

Remember Mrs. Hawkins when she came to
Jefferson elementary school,when I was a
student there. Rest in peace.

Norma Barnett-West - October 28, 2023 at 01:44 PM

Our condolences to the family of Mrs. Willa
Jean Hawkins who is a friend of the Barnett-
Hart family and friend to Rogie Washington-
Barnett who attended MSU.
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Norma Barnett-West - October 28, 2023 at 01:34 PM

0ur condolences to Willa Jean Hawkins who
was a friend to the Barnett-Hart family and
friend to Rogie Washington-Barnett who
attended MSU.

Tracey E. Ani - October 28, 2023 at 12:07 PM

I send my deepest sincere condolences. 

Bertha Moses - October 28, 2023 at 10:56 AM

Bertha Moses lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Renae Banks-Rowser - October 27, 2023 at 08:44 PM

Rest well Soror Hawkins

Judy Franks - October 27, 2023 at 05:12 PM

RIH Mrs Hawkins I remember you when first
met u in 1984 when my children went to
Bunche school and than I became a lunch
lady than I worked in the office I loved u and
all the children loved you so all that's left to
say is MRS.Hawkins job well done.
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Tamiko Edwards - October 27, 2023 at 01:49 PM

Mrs. Hawkins, my Principal at Bunche Elementary School in Flint
Michigan. Thank you for your leadership, Thank for your discipline,
Thank for loving us, Thank for the Representation. You were Black
Girl Magic even before we knew we were Magic. May your soul rest
in Everlasting Peace. 

Tamiko (Storey) Edwards - October 27, 2023 at 01:48 PM

Mrs. Hawkins, my Principal at Bunche Elementary School in Flint
Michigan. Thank you for your leadership, Thank for your discipline,
Thank for loving us, Thank for the Representation. You were Black
Girl Magic even before we knew we were Magic. May your soul rest
in Everlasting Peace. 

Tamiko (Storey) Edwards - October 27, 2023 at 01:40 PM

Mrs. Hawkins, my Principle at Bunche Elementary School in Flint
Michigan. Thank you for your leadership, Thank for discipline,
Thank for loving us, Thank for the Representation. You we're Black
Girl Magic even before we knew we were Magic. May your should
rest in Everlasting Peace. 
Tamiko (Storey) Edwards

Calvin & Pamela (Mitchell) Hightower - October 27, 2023 at 12:56 PM

Calvin & Pamela (Mitchell) Hightower sent a
virtual gift in memory of Mrs. Willa Jean
Hawkins
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Leola Page - October 27, 2023 at 11:53 AM

Leola Page lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Gayle D Haffner - October 27, 2023 at 09:21 AM

It has been 20 years since I met Willa - we were students at the
Womens classes of Bible Study Fellowship. I always enjoyed her
insights into our Scripture readings and her gentle Spirit of Faith.
I've thought of her often since then. For her family, please be
encouraged in her Faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior also - she
was one of His best prayer warriors. - Gayle Haffner

October 27, 2023 at 08:39 AM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins.

October 27, 2023 at 08:39 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins.

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Julie Koger - October 27, 2023 at 08:10 AM

Julie Koger lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Ernelle Taylor - October 27, 2023 at 06:22 AM

Ernelle Taylor lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Barbara Wilkins - October 26, 2023 at 11:13 PM

Barbara Wilkins lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

NaRotha Ogden - October 26, 2023 at 11:12 PM

NaRotha Ogden lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Anita Harris - October 26, 2023 at 07:45 PM

Anita Harris lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Crystal LeFlore - October 26, 2023 at 05:47 PM

Crystal LeFlore lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Seon & Angela Thompson - October 26, 2023 at 05:41 PM

Mrs. Hawkins, a phenomenal and dearly sweet lady. She was a
friend of my grandmother, the late Satis V. McCray, and a longtime
member of Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle, which my great-
grandfather, the late Rev. T. L. Ballou, founded. Whenever I saw
her, she shared her fond memories of Grandma Satis. I treasure
those brief conversations of the past. Thank you for being an
educational icon to Flint!

Vivian Kelley and April Kelley - October 26, 2023 at 02:16 PM

To Mitch and the entire Hawkins Family. We extend our deepest and
sincere prayers and condolences. God Bless.. Vivian and April
Kelley



JA

TF

CH

DB

Jerome & Sheila Adams - October 26, 2023 at 01:17 PM

Jerome & Sheila Adams lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

THE CARDWELL FAMILY - October 26, 2023 at 09:44 AM

THE CARDWELL FAMILY sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Carolyn Hudson - October 26, 2023 at 09:43 AM

Carolyn Hudson lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

David & Dana Bush - October 25, 2023 at 07:05 PM

David & Dana Bush lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Veronica Nickens - October 25, 2023 at 06:28 PM

Veronica Nickens sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Thelma Watson - October 25, 2023 at 01:12 PM

Your memory will be a blessing to all your neighbors on Owen
Street, Flint. We appreciated your sincere love and interest you
show each person. My family loved and respected the Hawkins and
your parents, the Junior family. I will cherish their kindness always.

Kevin Andre' Washington - October 25, 2023 at 10:32 AM

Kevin Andre' Washington lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Pamela Altheimer - October 24, 2023 at 09:25 PM

Pamela Altheimer lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Hope Veasley - October 24, 2023 at 07:10 PM

Hope Veasley lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Iris Hare - October 24, 2023 at 07:03 PM

Iris Hare lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Willa
Jean Hawkins

Valerie Toles - October 24, 2023 at 05:46 PM

Valerie Toles lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Terry (Turnbow) Upton - October 24, 2023 at 05:33 PM

Mrs. Hawkins was my teacher at Roosevelt
Elementary School, 2nd grade.
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Mary Dantzler-Grace - October 24, 2023 at 03:42 PM

Mary Dantzler-Grace lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Gloria Jenkins - October 24, 2023 at 03:16 PM

Rest Willa. For 18 years we served together on
the Board of Victorious Christian Women.
Some wonderful memories and times shared.
Prayers for the Family.

LaJuan Pringle - October 24, 2023 at 02:20 PM

LaJuan Pringle lit a candle in memory of Willa
Hawkins

Jacqueline Scott - October 24, 2023 at 12:54 PM

Jacqueline Scott lit a candle in memory of
Willa Hawkins
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Sheila Phillips - October 24, 2023 at 11:55 AM

Sheila Phillips lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Farrow Malone - October 24, 2023 at 11:05 AM

Farrow Malone lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Jeremaine Westbrook - October 24, 2023 at 09:35 AM

One of my favorites, a great lady and leader !!

Rudolph D Wheaton,DDS - October 24, 2023 at 09:29 AM

In the mid-1950's Willa was a recreation park counselor for the city
if Flint, and a student at MSU. We adored her for her skills,
teaching, and setting an example for all of us. We love you Willa!
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Kermit & Genell (Crain) Reeves - October 24, 2023 at 09:25 AM

Kermit & Genell (Crain) Reeves lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Cherry L. Brown - October 24, 2023 at 02:32 AM

Cherry L. Brown lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

PJ $ Glenda Pointer - October 23, 2023 at 11:34 PM

PJ $ Glenda Pointer lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Carolyn Buckley - October 23, 2023 at 10:22 PM

Carolyn Buckley lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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NaRotha Ogden - October 23, 2023 at 09:09 PM

NaRotha Ogden lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Kimberly Hall-Miller - October 23, 2023 at 06:42 PM

Rest well Queen. A beautiful life well lived.
Memories of you in the neighborhood seem like
just yesterday. Rejoice in Heaven with your
lifelong friends who’ve gone before you-my
Aunt Alfreda Port, my Cousin Cheryl Mathews,
Momma & Poppa Nash and so many others.
We Love you. Chris & Kim (Hall) Miller

Brenda Kimble - October 23, 2023 at 05:43 PM

My condolences to the family. Mrs. Hawkins
was one of my teachers at Clark School.
Such a wonderful and inspiring lady, who I will
always remember.

RW
Rudolph D Wheaton,DDS - October 24, 2023 at 09:44 AM
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Latrecia Woodley - October 23, 2023 at 04:15 PM

Mrs Hawkins was my principal at Bunche.
Sending Prayers And Condolences .

Cynthia Threlkeld-Jordan - October 23, 2023 at 03:55 PM

Cynthia Threlkeld-Jordan lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Elder Charles Woods - October 23, 2023 at 01:46 PM

Elder Woods lit a candle in memory of Willa
Hawkins
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Francia Malone - October 23, 2023 at 12:48 PM

You were truly one of a kind 
 and a great role model for myself and my

siblings that attended Bunche Elementary.
 You will truly be remembered in the Bunche

Community. You have many crowns waiting
on you   Rest well Queen

  
The Malone Family 

 Katrina, Marcellus and Francia

Ollie morris - October 23, 2023 at 10:18 AM

Ollie Morris lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Betty Tipper - October 23, 2023 at 10:16 AM

Betty Tipper lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins
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Rudolph D Wheaton,DDS - October 23, 2023 at 10:03 AM

Lit a candle for Ms. Willa Hawkins. My
condolences to the family.

Betty Wiggins - October 23, 2023 at 09:07 AM

Betty Wiggins lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Lavonda Rimmer - October 23, 2023 at 08:59 AM

Lavonda Rimmer lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Jerome and Tonedia Threlkeld - October 23, 2023 at 08:29 AM

Jerome Tonedia Threlkeld lit a candle in
memory of Willa Hawkins
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Sandra Payne sdpayne - October 23, 2023 at 08:17 AM

Sandra Payne Sdpayne sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Carmen Patterson - October 23, 2023 at 07:03 AM

Carmen Patterson lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Carol Gardner - October 23, 2023 at 01:48 AM

Carol Gardner lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Jimmye Maxwell - October 22, 2023 at 09:53 PM

Jimmye Maxwell lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Rosalind Smith - October 22, 2023 at 09:14 PM

Rosalind Smith sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

Wanda Harrison - October 22, 2023 at 08:12 PM

Wanda Harrison lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins

AC Dumas - October 22, 2023 at 07:18 PM

My sincerest thoughts and condolences are
with the entire family during their time of
bereavement!

Rose Young - October 22, 2023 at 06:50 PM

Rose Young sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Peggy Stribling - October 22, 2023 at 05:04 PM

Peggy Stribling lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Vickie Broome - October 22, 2023 at 04:03 PM

My condolences and prayers to my God
brother Mitch, his sister Kim, and his daughter
Winter.  May God comfort you in your time
of sorrow

Cynthia Reeves - October 22, 2023 at 03:00 PM

We

Barbara Morris Wright - October 22, 2023 at 11:59 AM

Barbara Morris Wright lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Lorene Randall - October 22, 2023 at 10:09 AM

Lorene Randall lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Willa Jean Hawkins

Mabelyn Driskell - October 21, 2023 at 09:48 PM

Willa was a friend, neighbor, mentor and so much more. She shared
so much wisdom that prepared me in caring for my father. I will
treasure those memories. To be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord. RiH Willa 

Lois Bell - October 21, 2023 at 07:00 PM

Lois Bell lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Willa
Jean Hawkins

Mr. & Mrs. Deotis & Sarah Hunter-Tucker - October 21, 2023 at 05:23 PM

Mr. & Mrs. Deotis & Sarah Hunter-Tucker lit a
candle in memory of Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins
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Valerie Southall - October 21, 2023 at 04:59 PM

Valerie Southall sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Willa Jean Hawkins


