
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford
January 21, 1924 - August 19, 2017

TEDFORD, Mrs. Lessie M. - Age 93, passed away Saturday, August 19, 2017
at Genesee Care Center, Grand Blanc, MI. Family hour 10:00 AM Saturday,
August 26, 2017 at Christ Assembly Full Gospel Tabernacle, 1399 Holtslander
Ave., with funeral service commencing at 11:00 AM Pastor Carl Anthony
Tedford officiating. Interment Sunset Hills Cemetery, G-4413 Flushing Rd.
Friends and pallbearers will assemble at the church 10:00 AM Saturday. Mrs.
Tedford will lie in state in the Chapel of Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home, 906
W. Flint Park Blvd., and may be viewed from 12:00 PM-8:00 PM Friday. 

 

Lessie Mae Tedford was born January 21st 1924, in Lynch Kentucky, to
parents Susie Dansby-Bethune and Porter Bethune. She grew up in Kentucky
and later married Ralph Tedford Sr. Eleven children were born of this union.
During the great migration in 1954 Lessie moved to Flint Michigan with her
husband and children. She worked at Sarvis Food Center and later worked for
the Flint Community Schools. In 1989, Lessie retired with over 25 years of
service. She resided in Flint Michigan for most of her adult life. Her final
residence was in Davison Michigan. She attended Christ Assembly Full
Gospel Tabernacle for over 50 years where she served faithfully. Just to list a
few of her many talents, she was a story teller and a writer. She wrote several
children’s stories and puppet shows throughout her lifetime. Lessie Mae loved
sewing, gardening and making silk floral arrangements. She also was a
vocalist who loved singing gospels. Her favorite gospel artist was the late,



great Mahalia Jackson. Lessie Mae, affectionately called Granny by most, was
known for her sweet, kind and compassionate spirit. She would give her last,
never hesitating to make personal sacrifices to give to those in need. For
example, one of her children would come home and tell her that, ‘’one of my
friends didn’t have food to eat today, so I shared my lunch with them’’. She
would find a way, even though she was struggling herself, to pack an extra
lunch for that child so that they wouldn’t go hungry. Lessie (Granny) Tedford
was a highly spiritual and God fearing woman, and raised her children the
same way. She lived by the conviction, ‘’In my house we WILL serve the
Lord’’. Granny Tedford often used bible verses, words of wisdom and prayer to
mentor, enlighten and encourage others. Her life was dedicated to loving God
and winning souls. She will be greatly missed by many. While we mourn the
loss of Granny, others are rejoicing as they meet her on the other side of the
veil. 

 

Lessie Mae Tedford is survived by: daughters, Dorahetta (Preston) Tedford-
Peery of Davison, MI and Tracy Tedford of Los Angeles, CA; sons, Ralph Jr.
(Margaret) Tedford of Grand Blanc, MI, Donnie Tedford, Dansby Tedford, both
of Flint, Frank Tedford of Detroit, MI, Ricky (Arlene) Tedford of North
Hollywood, CA and Dr. William Tedford MD of Washington, DC; many
grandchildren, great-grandchildren (up to 5 generations); a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends. 

 

Lessie Mae Tedford was preceded in death by, daughters, baby girl, Vicky
Tedford and Mae Alice (Tedford) Baker; son, Ronnie Lee Tedford Sr.;
grandsons, Ralph Tedford III and Caleb Baker; mother, Susie Dansby-
Bethune; father, Porter Bethune; sisters, Carrie, Beulah, Victor Lee, Klara and
Izzetta; brothers, Sam and Dansby. 

 

The family would like to express special thanks to Carl Anthony Tedford
(grandson and pastor), Marguerite Marie Tedford-Jenkins (grand-daughter),



Wyndolen Toni Tucker (grand-daughter), Preston Peery Jr. (son-in-law), Mary
Louise Tedford (special daughter), Theatrice Tedford (special daughter),
Virdean Moore (family friend), Genesee Care Center, Phyllis Miller (CNA),
Vesther (CNA), and Absolute Hospice. 

 

A special thank you from Dorahetta Tedford-Peery: My appreciation goes out
to each and every one of you who gave your time, your love and energy in
helping me care for mother. And to my husband, Preston, thank you for
allowing me to bring mom into our home without thought or hesitation. I’ll
never forget those words you uttered to me when I was worried about mom’s
health. You said, “Dorahetta, go get your mother’’. Mom thanked God for you
every day. She saw your true heart and reminded me daily of how she was
blessed to have you for a son-in-law.



Previous Events

Public Viewing

AUG 25. 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home Chapel, Flint
906 W. Flint Park Blvd.
Flint, MI 48505
(810) 789-MOON (6666)
lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com

Family hour

AUG 26. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Christ Assembly Full Gospel Tabernacle
1399 Holtslander Ave.
Flint, MI 48505

Service

AUG 26. 11:00 AM (ET)

Christ Assembly Full Gospel Tabernacle
1399 Holtslander Ave.
Flint, MI 48505

mailto:lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall
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October 09, 2023 at 07:02 AM

Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Yvette Milton - August 30, 2017 at 11:46 AM

Yvette Milton lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford

Debra Thornton - August 26, 2017 at 12:42 AM

Debra Thornton lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford

Deborah Milling - August 25, 2017 at 06:51 PM

Ralph, Margaret, my beautiful Tedford
cousins, the entire family & friends of Mrs.
Lessie M. Tedford, you have my sincere love,
prayers and support not only during at this
time, but always! Your Cousin, Deborah
Milling!



SJ

Shirley Jones - August 25, 2017 at 02:55 PM

Shirley Jones lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home - August 25, 2017 at 09:03 AM

18 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home - August 24, 2017 at 06:55 PM

38 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Sis Maudie Coley - August 24, 2017 at 11:43 AM

Sis Maudie Coley lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Kisha Williams - August 23, 2017 at 10:04 AM

Kisha Williams lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford

Doris Moore-White - August 22, 2017 at 10:47 PM

Doris Moore-White lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Jesse Kirksey - August 22, 2017 at 09:21 PM

Jesse Kirksey lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford
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Phyllis Leslie - August 22, 2017 at 07:51 PM

Phyllis Leslie sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Sara Dixon-Frye - August 22, 2017 at 01:56 PM

Sara Dixon-Frye lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Darlene Casmere - August 22, 2017 at 10:15 AM

Remember Grandma, Mother, Sister, Aunt, Cousin, Friend Lessie
Mae. You will miss her presence but she is in a deep sleep, only
God can awaken. Treasure your times with her and look forward to
the day you will see her on a peaceful and beautiful paradise as
God purposed from the beginning.

Wayne abron - August 22, 2017 at 09:12 AM

Wayne Abron lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford
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Eddie & Paulette McGhee - August 21, 2017 at 08:41 AM

Eddie & Paulette McGhee lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Sandy T Neal - August 20, 2017 at 11:05 AM

Sandy T Neal sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

Sandy T Neal - August 20, 2017 at 11:05 AM

Sandy T Neal lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lessie Mae Tedford

Zadia Abron-Edmond - August 19, 2017 at 07:39 PM

Zadia Abron-Edmond lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford
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Zadia Abron-Edmond - August 19, 2017 at 07:36 PM

I remember so many beautiful things about granny Tedford as we
called her, i remember going to her house as a young girl, and her
telling us of stories of her as a young girl. They say it takes a village
to raise a child, im glad granny was a part of the village, i hope her
and my mom will be rejoicing togather in heaven. Love you mom
and Granny Tedford.

Pamela L. Hightower - August 19, 2017 at 05:16 PM

Pamela L. Hightower lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Lessie Mae Tedford

PH
Pamela L. Hightower - August 19, 2017 at 05:17 PM

Prayers for strength and comfort. God Bless.


