
Mr. Jessie "Train Driver"
"Duke" Hurse Sr.
October 3, 1946 - September 8, 2016

HURSE, Mr. Jessie Sr. "Train Driver" "Duke" - Age 69, passed away Thursday,
September 8, 2016 at Hurley Medical Center. Family hour 10:30 AM Saturday,
September 17, 2016 at House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church, 1851 W.
Carpenter Rd., with funeral service commencing at 11:00 AM Pastor Kenneth
L. Stewart officiating. Interment Sunset Hills Cemetery, G-4413 Flushing Rd.
Friends and pallbearers will assemble at the church 10:30 AM Saturday. Mr.
Hurse will lie in state in the Chapel of Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home, 906
W. Flint Park Blvd., and may be viewed from 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM with family to
receive friends 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Friday. 

 

Hard working, courageous, tenacious, resilient, disciplined, faith-filled, and
strong are all words that best describe Mr. Jessie L. Hurse –a loving, providing
husband, father, and friend of many. On Thursday, September 8, 2016, Mr.
Hurse transitioned peacefully to his heavenly home for his eternal reward. 

 

Jessie “Train Driver,” “Duke” Hurse was born on Thursday, October 3, 1946 in
Leland, Mississippi to the proud parents of Elbert Harris Hurse and Lillie B.
Wilson. The first of eleven children, Jessie inherited a rich legacy of faith,
family, and character. He was named after the midwife that helped save his
life during a difficult birth. Jessie was taught the principles of Christianity at an
early age, and was baptized at eleven years old with his two younger brothers
and oldest sister in rural Mississippi. Jessie attended church regularly and



joined the House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church on July 10, 2016. 
 

As the oldest child, Jessie was taught the importance of responsibility,
accountability, devotion, and leadership at an early age. As sharecroppers in
the Mississippi Delta, his parents depended on Jessie to work the cotton fields
at the Fratesi Plantation and to look after his younger siblings. Lillie B. instilled
in young Jessie a “take charge” attitude, which added character and aided in
his leadership abilities. His commanding presence got people to believe in him
and follow his instructions. Over the years, Jessie cultivated this undying and
never-ending will to accomplish whatever task was before him, which became
the guiding principle of his life. 

 Life working the cotton fields was hard work. Knowing the importance of his
contribution to the family, he took his job seriously, and as an adolescent, he
could seldom attend school. He eventually stopped going after the 4th grade,
devoting his time, energy, and efforts to helping his parents provide for their
growing family. Jessie eventually began driving tractors and other farm
equipment on the land. People would stop on the highway and watch Jessie
operate the tractor plow, as he was known for having the straightest rows of
cotton on earth. Through this skill, he became a valuable asset to the growth
of the Fratesi Plantation. 

 As a teenager, Jessie became friends with a gentleman named Arthur Trotter,
whose family lived nearby the Hurse household. Arthur introduced Jessie to
his sister, Lula Young, who was attending Lincoln High School at the time.
Jessie and Lula discovered that they shared similarities and slowly became
more acquainted. In December 1968, Jessie was notified that he would soon
become a father. Although Jessie was comfortable living in the Mississippi
Delta as a farmhand, he desired to provide a better opportunity for his family.
Lula gave birth to their first child in August 1969 and Jessie soon departed
Leland to work in the growing automotive industry in Flint, Michigan. 

 

Once Jessie arrived in Flint, he quickly found a job at Anderson Tank and



Manufacturing Company. After working a year at Anderson Tank, Jessie was
able to build a foundation to support his family. He traveled back to Leland
and on Monday, August 10, 1970, Jessie and Lula were married and moved to
Flint to begin their lives together as husband and wife. 

 Jessie continued working first shift at Anderson Tank while simultaneously
working second shift as a temporary employee at numerous GM assembly
plants. His perseverance finally paid off when he was hired permanently at
General Motors – Truck and Bus Division in July 1973. Jessie worked
diligently at Truck and Bus for 33 years before retiring in 2006. He was a
tireless and committed worker and instilled integrity and a strong work ethic
into the lives of all who knew him, especially his children. 

 

Jessie Hurse led a life of extraordinary courage and strength and was loved
and adored by many. Known for his stern, no nonsense approach to
everything, Jessie was full of tough love and compassion, which he displayed
daily to his family and friends. Mr. Hurse will best be remembered for his quiet
demeanor, his outspokenness, witty personality, and generous character. One
thing that was certain with Jessie -when he spoke, people listened. 

 Jessie loved talking on his CB radio, where he was known as, “Worldwide
Train Driver.” He would “key up” and talk to people through the radio across
America and beyond. Jessie loved giving people nicknames; it was out of his
appreciation and respect that he called you something other than your given
name. Jessie also loved to spend time in his yard. He took pride in having the
best and perfectly manicured lawn on the block. Jessie loved his dogs,
especially his companion Scooby, who he affectionately called, “Snoop.”
Jessie and Snoop could be seen riding together throughout Flint, visiting
various restaurants and other locations. 

 Above all, Jessie was a father in the truest sense – an absolute master in
providing and protecting his family; working tirelessly to maintain his home;
always ensuring that his family had everything needed to prepare for life’s



difficult battles; providing unconditional love and lessons of life to his, children,
and siblings; and a listening ear, always willing to offer guidance, advice and
support through all matters. Jessie was a man of extraordinary discipline and
character development, delivered to us as a gift from God! 

 

Jessie leaves this legacy of love to his loving children, Bridget M. Hurse, Tina
L. Hurse, and Jessie L. (Deidre) Hurse Jr.; Grandsons, Donta’ and Devin
Hampton; Godchildren, Eric (Tina) Wyatt and Sheneal Wyatt; sisters,
Catherine Hurse and Carrie Mister of Leland, MS; Bernice Hurse, Earnestine
Hurse, Mary Ella Hurse, and Irma Hurse all of Dallas, TX; brothers, Willie
(Rose) Hurse of Dallas, TX; James (Jacqueline) Hurse of Lubbock, TX;
Robert (Tarsha) Hurse of Brockton, MA; sisters-in-law, Dorothy Jones of
Chicago, IL and Betty Anthony of Calumet Park, IL; brothers-in-law, Arthur
Trotter of Chester, PA; Albert (Yolanda) Young, Jr. of Eagen, MN; Willie
(Jethella) Young of Harvey, IL; Richard Young and Melvin (Jacqueline) Young
of Leland, MS; uncles, Louvell (Katherine) Houston of Chicago, IL; Earnest
(Lucinda) Wilson of Hampton, GA; and Carl (Sharon) Wilson of Greenville,
MS; aunts, Ora Lee Adley of Leland, MS; Josephine Robinson of Mt. Morris,
MI; Alice (Tommie) McCall of South Holland, IL; and Elizabeth (Joe) Garth of
Leland, MS; aunts-in-law, Earlene (Joe) Thompson of Memphis, TN and
Catherine Watson of Chicago, IL; uncle-in-law, Willie (Doris) Watson of
Country Club Hills, IL; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends,
including special cousin, Bertha Simpson and friends Sam Lyde, Willie Fair,
and Charlie Wiley. 

 

Mr. Hurse was preceded in death by his wife, Lula M. Hurse, his parents,
Elbert H. and Lillie B. Hurse; mother-in-law, Rebecca Burden; brother, Elbert
Harris Hurse Jr.; brother-in-laws, James Trotter and Jimmy Trotter;
grandparents Clarence and Carrie Wilson, Matt Hurse and Nezzie Ward
Mosley; uncles John Henry Wilson, Clarence Wilson Jr., Robert C. Wilson,
David Wilson, and Jeff Wilson; aunts Beulah Crockwell, Daisy Hammon,



Corine Roberts, and Mary Ella Mumford; and nephew Terry Jones. 
 

The family would like to express sincere appreciation and gratitude to Elder
Kenneth Stewart and the House of Prayer Church family, the ICU staff of
Hurley Medical Center, our extended family, and countless friends for their
acts of sympathy shown during our time of bereavement.



Cemetery Details

Sunset Hills Cemetery

G-4413 Flushing Rd.
Flint, MI 48504

Previous Events

Public Viewing

SEP 16. 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home Chapel, Flint
906 W. Flint Park Blvd.
Flint, MI 48505
(810) 789-MOON (6666)
lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com

Family Present

SEP 16. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home Chapel, Flint
906 W. Flint Park Blvd.
Flint, MI 48505
(810) 789-MOON (6666)
lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com

mailto:lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/
mailto:lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/


Family hour

SEP 17. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church
1851 W. Carpenter Rd.
Flint, MI

Service

SEP 17. 11:00 AM (ET)

House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church
1851 W. Carpenter Rd.
Flint, MI
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October 09, 2023 at 07:02 AM

Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Gina Benavidez - September 16, 2016 at 11:24 PM

Tina (Smiley),Jesse,Bridgette, & the entire
family of Jesse Sr.Although I never had the
pleasure of meeting Jesse Sr. I know he was
a wonder man by all the people that loved him
,speak so highly of him! He was certainly well
loved by all and touched many lives!! I hope your faith and found
memories keeps you all strong!!Always Here!! Love You All!! Dia :)
(Gina Benavidez)

Division of Student Affairs, UM-Flint - September 16, 2016 at
03:43 PM

Division of Student Affairs, UM-Flint purchased
the Sapphire Skies Bouquet for the family of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr..

Debbie - September 16, 2016 at 09:21 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jada - September 15, 2016 at 11:24 PM

To the family and friends of Mr. Hurse 
May you find comfort in the beautiful memories together and from
God's comforting words from the Bible. At 2 Thessalonians 2:16,17,
it says that God gives" everlasting comfort and good hope" and
"comforts your hearts to make you firm". I hope this scripture gives
you comfort as well, and my prayers are with the family.

Anna pinnix - September 15, 2016 at 08:51 PM

We are sending up prayers for the family. Jessie will be missed. The
Hurse family were the best neighbors you could ask for. I remember
when i first moved in , the power when out, Jessie was the first
person at my door offering my family candles and a flashlight. He
was a wonderful person. To the family you know I'm never far away,
you know how to reach me. We love you, and we will continue to
pray with your family. Shelton and Anna Pinnix

September 15, 2016 at 08:14 PM

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse
Sr..

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sharon Battle - September 15, 2016 at 06:48 PM

Sharon Battle lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Sharon Battle (Ms.Sharon) - September 15, 2016 at 06:01 PM

Sharon Battle (Ms.Sharon) lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke"
Hurse Sr.

mariln jordan-hudson - September 15, 2016 at 01:11 PM

Mariln Jordan-hudson lit a candle in memory
of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Deborah Dantzler-Harris - September 15, 2016 at 10:24 AM

Deborah Dantzler-Harris lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke"
Hurse Sr.
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Deborah Dantzler-Hurse - September 15, 2016 at 10:07 AM

Deborah Dantzler-Hurse lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke"
Hurse Sr.

Ken &Cleo Flourney - September 15, 2016 at 05:08 AM

Ken &Cleo Flourney lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

ondria gillespie - September 14, 2016 at 10:36 PM

Ondria Gillespie lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

James Thompson and Raven Stroman - September 14, 2016
at 11:18 AM

James Thompson and Raven Stroman
purchased the Sapphire Skies Bouquet for the
family of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse
Sr..

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4373&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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damita richard - September 14, 2016 at 08:23 AM

Damita Richard lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Ta Wana Bingham - September 13, 2016 at 09:48 PM

Ta Wana Bingham lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Paul Artale - September 13, 2016 at 05:04 PM

Paul Artale lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Paula Wright - September 13, 2016 at 02:41 PM

Paula Wright lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.
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Valarie Trotter - September 13, 2016 at 02:40 PM

Jesse,Tina and Brifgette our condolences our family sends our love
,prayers and our spirits.Even though sorrowfully we can't be there
just know that your family here are thinking of you greatly 
 
Love your cousin Val

Paula Wright - September 13, 2016 at 02:38 PM

Paula Wright lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

KDH - September 13, 2016 at 02:04 PM

Jay, I am so sorry for the passing of your dad. Please know that I
am praying for you and your family during this time of sorrow. I love
you and I am here for all of you.

Angela Blanks - September 13, 2016 at 10:54 AM

Angela Blanks lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.
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Lashanda Carter - September 13, 2016 at 09:46 AM

Lashanda Carter lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Gale L. Chapman and family - September 13, 2016 at 09:09
AM

Gale L. Chapman and family purchased the Beau
tiful in Blue for the family of Mr. Jessie "Train
Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr..

Ladel Lewis - September 13, 2016 at 08:55 AM

May you find peace in your time of sorrow.

Clara and Lynette - September 13, 2016 at 08:46 AM

Clara And Lynette sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Paula - September 13, 2016 at 08:26 AM

The bible states, "Absent from the body, present with the Lord." To
the Hurse Family, in your time of lost, we are keeping you all in
prayer, for we know MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, and we also
know that THE LORD IS OUR EVER PRESENT HELP IN THE
TIME OF TROUBLE, HE IS OUR COMFORTER. Love you all, The
Luckado Family

September 12, 2016 at 09:12 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke"
Hurse Sr..

Stacy McGee-Dixon - September 12, 2016 at 11:11 AM

Stacy McGee-Dixon lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Billings Family - September 12, 2016 at 10:50 AM

Praying for the Family the Billings family

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Ray Hall and Family - September 12, 2016 at 10:22 AM

Ray Hall and Family purchased the Heavenly Hei
ghts Bouquet for the family of Mr. Jessie "Train
Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr..

Temeka Robinson - September 12, 2016 at 09:50 AM

Temeka Robinson lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

TR
Temeka Robinson - September 12, 2016 at 09:51 AM

Thinking of you and your family Tina.

SANDRA MERRIWEATHER - September 11, 2016 at 10:18 PM

LORD LAY YOUE HEALING AND
CORFORMTING ON BRIDGET, TINA AND
JESSE JR SO THAT CAN MOVE FORWARD
WITHOUT ANY REGRETS . MAY THE
BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOUR FAMILY
SAFE FROM ALL HARMS . CONDOLENCES TO YOU ALL

https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1432&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1432&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1432&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Ken Moss - September 11, 2016 at 06:46 PM

I would like to extend my condolences to the
Hurse Family. Jessie was a co-worker and
friend. RIP Ken Moss.

Brenda - September 11, 2016 at 07:25 AM

May the beautiful memories of Jessie provide
solace and strength to the family and friends
at the most difficult time. May you also find
much comfort and peace from Jehovah God's
promise of life without end in Paradise.
(Psalms 37:11, 29)

Mary Wilson - September 10, 2016 at 10:34 PM

Mary Wilson

Mary Wilson - September 10, 2016 at 10:33 PM

Mary Wilson



JJ

KW

BB

SP

Jean Johnson - September 10, 2016 at 07:05 PM

Jean Johnson lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Karen Welker - September 10, 2016 at 01:27 PM

Karen Welker lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

Bettie Brown - September 10, 2016 at 10:00 AM

Bettie Brown lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.

sandra payne - September 09, 2016 at 05:03 PM

Sandra Payne lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Jessie "Train Driver" "Duke" Hurse Sr.
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koaster Brim - September 13, 2016 at 11:47 AM

Please know that God will take care of you and your family during your
time in need and grieving. We will be praying for you all. May God
bless the entire Hurse family 

  
Love always 

 Larry and Koaster Brim

MP
Malirria Peters - September 13, 2016 at 02:33 PM

To Tina and The Family I am praying for you during the home going
celebration of your Father.


