Pastor James Paul Sanders
May 11, 1935 - December 16, 2020

SANDERS, Pastor James Paul - Age 85, passed away Wednesday,
December 16, 2020 at his residence. Pastor Sanders will lie in state in the
Chapel of Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home, 906 W. Flint Park Blvd., and may
be viewed Friday, December 18, 2020 from 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Pastor James
Paul Sanders Sr. was born May 11, 1935 in Memphis, Tennessee, the son of
Willie Mae and Fred Sanders Sr. James had 2 brothers, Fred Sanders and
Joe Rutherford. At birth, Pastor Sanders was named J.P. after the millionaire,
JP Morgan. After becoming an adult, Pastor Sanders changed his name to
James Paul. He began playing the piano by ear at the age of 3 years old, and
the guitar at the age of 6 years old. He married Carolyn Robinson on June 22,
1958 and they were blessed with 8 children. the family moved to Flint,
Michigan in 1961. He began to pastor, Pentecostal Tabernacle Church Of God
In Christ at 401 Carton St. in 1965. He founded Pentecostal Temple Church
Of God In Christ at 1149 Rex Avenue in 1970.

Pastor Sander’s father left the home when he was about 3 years old. He often
spoke of never knowing how it felt to call anyone “Father”, which had a deep
impact on his life. Pastor Sanders began working at the age of 9 years old,
delivering fire wood to neighbors to help his mother who had to care for him,
and his brother, Fred. Later, Pastor Sanders worked shining shoes for military
men and as a grocery delivery driver.

Pastor Sanders mother kept him in church, he professed hope in Christ and
was baptized, at the age of 12 years old. As a child, he played for his church



in Memphis, TN traveling to Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama and various cities
in Tennessee. When playing in crowded tent services, he had to stand on a
chair for the crowd to see him play. He played the trumpet in his high school
band. Pastor Sanders was gifted with a unique singing ability.,

After high school, Pastor Sanders moved to Michigan, where he began to
drive for a wealthy businessman and traveled throughout the United State.
During this time, Pastor Sanders had many material things, such as, tailor
made clothes, expensive cars, lived in the best hotels and dined at the finest
restaurants.

After 3 years of having all of the things that many people craved to have,
Pastor Sanders realized those things did not make him happy. While staying
at a hotel in New York, the Lord spoke to him to leave the city, the job, and
move back to Michigan, and come back to the Lord. His aunt, the late Mother
Maudine Johnson was attending the late Superintendent Lewis Tolbert’s
church where he began to attend and rededicated his life to the Lord. Shortly
after moving back to Flint, Pastor Sanders was drafted in the Army and had to
go back to Memphis and did his basic training at Fort Chaffee in Arkansas.
The fort was closing and he was given the choice of staying in the military and
going to Japan or getting out of the Army with an Honorable Discharge.
Members at his church in Memphis had prophesied that the Lord was going to
make a way for him to get out of the military service to serve in the service of
the Lord and he did.

Pastor Sanders mother want him to stay in Memphis. He was about to return
to Flint, Michigan when his mother suggested that he mee the Robinson’s
daughter. He found his step-father’s binoculars and had his brother, Joe to
point out Carolyn as she exited the school bus. He continued to look at her
everyday as she got off the school bus, then he decided to send Carolyn a
note to school. After finally meeting Carolyn, Pastor Sanders proposed to her
2 weeks later. They were married 2 months later on June 22, 1958. This year,
they were married for 62 years.

Pastor Sanders was called to the ministry in August of 1958 and has been a



faithful servant of the Lord, serving the church and his community. He is an
outstanding father and an exemplary husband. He and Mother Sanders, and
their oldest 2 children moved to Flint in 1961. He began to Pastor, Pentecostal
Tabernacle COGIC at 401 Carton St. in 1966. Pastor Sanders founded
Pentecostal Temple COGIC at 1149 Rex Avenue, in 1970.

Pastor Sanders lived in Flint for 59 years. He was employed by institutions
and businesses such as Flint Medical and Surgical Supply Company, where
he sold medical supplies to many local doctor and hospitals, Hurley School of
Nursing, The Flint Board of Education including, Dewey School, Durant-Terri
Mott School and Dort Elementary School. Pastor Sanders worked preparing
the Genesee Valley JC Penny Store for it's opening in 1979. He worked River
Bend and Chateau Garden Nursing homes. He was an entrepreneur, owning
his own business, “Sanders and Sons Cleaning Service” and employed many
people over the years. He hire many African American workers (many were
from local churches), to prepare for the opening of the former Hyatt Regency
Hotel in Flint, which became the Character INN. After his youngest son was
born, Pastor Sanders business was renamed, “James & Dave Cleaning
Service.” His clientele included, Bishop Airport, Michigan National Bank
branches, Beech Hill Center, and IBM.

Pastor Sanders worked at the University of Michigan for sixteen years before
retiring in 1999. He was the first African American to work in the Facilities
Department. He was Facility’s Manager, and Student Work Program Manager,
where he employed over a hundred students of all races each semester,
helping many students with funding to help them remain in school. When
students needed additional funding for school, Pastor Sanders had authority
to advocate for them at U of M’s Financial Aid, most of the time receiving the
needed money. Today, many of these students are professionals in many
fields. At the University of Michigan, Pastor was president of the Commission
for Minorities Concerns. He was a member of the Search Committee for new
staff at U of M-Flint. He received a recommendation from the Concerned



Pastors for his work in the community, and the Hellenic award for religious
service in the community. The prestigious, University of Michigan Chancellor’s
Award was presented to him by Chancellor Charlie Nehms. He has an
honorary Doctor of Philosophy in Ministry and Leadership presented to him by
Dr. Nathaniel Lewis from Destiny College International in Spring Hill, Florida.
For many years, Pastor worked with probate court having some of the young
men released in his custody for rehabilitation. He mentored the men who went
onto be productive citizens. He visited prisons throughout the state,
ministering the word of God. In his community work, he has intervened with
drug overdose victims. Through his ministry, some were immediately delivered
from drug additions permanently. He interceded and prevented suicides
(rescuing one individual from jumping off the Flint River Bridge). Pastor
Sanders is known as an accomplished marriage counselor, saving numerous
marriages, in some cases, remarrying couples who had divorced.

In his service to the sick and shut-in — he visited hospitals, and conversant
homes. In his younger years, he walked miles from the southside of Flint to
the northside to help care for the sick and afflicted. He cut grass for widows,
gave food to the hungry, and clothes to the needy. People came to his home
at all times of the day and night for a word from the Lord, deliverance, and
healing. Through all his service, Pastor Sanders never had a Pastoral Day,
church anniversary, or send-aways (church paid trips). His joy was seeing
souls saved, and the Saints of God growing in the knowledge and life of
Christ.

Pastor Sanders has left a rich legacy to his family, church, and community. We
shall remember to live by the words of his first and favorite sermon: Romans
8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Pastor James Paul Sanders Sr. leaves to cherish his memory: wife of 62
years, Carolyn Sanders; children, Teresa Sanders of Flint, MI, James
(Adrianna) Sanders of Stafford, VA, Troy Sanders of Auburn Hills, M,
Shereatha (Evarad) Spencer of Boca Rotan, FL, Phillip (Ciarra) Sanders of



Grand Blanc, MI, Marchelle (James) LeBlanc of Laurel, MD, Yvette Sanders of
Las Vegas, NV and David Sanders of Virginia Beach, VA; 12 Grandchildren,
Victoria A. Willis and Lakiesha Carolyn Sanders, both of Greensboro, NC,
Dulce Valenzuela and Rebecca Valenzuela, Both of Stafford, VA, Phillip
Sanders Jr., Briana Sanders, Jordan Sanders and Pria Sanders, all of Virginia
Beach, VA, Jullian Sanders of Grand Rapids, MIl, Summer Leona Sanders of
Flint, MI, Joshua Sanders and Marcus Sanders, both of Laurel, MD; 10 Great
Grandchildren, Micah Caleb Sanders, Malachi James-Paul Sanders, Joshua
Willis and Jada Willis, all of Greensboro, NC, Keliah Sanders, Matthew
Sanders, Brooklyn Sanders, Joel Sanders, Phillip Sanders Il and Justice
Sanders, all of Virginia Beach, VA; cousins, The Seawrights, Wilkes, Vaughn,
Thomas, Johnson, Lewis, Montgomery, Williams, Luarke, Bronson, Wardo,
Austin and Johnson-Lee families. Pastor Sanders was preceded in death by
Fred and Willie Mae Sanders, Step-father, Joe Rutherford, Carrie Thomas,
Maudine & Dale Johnson, Modena Alston, Barbara Williams, Fanny Mae
Montgomery, Henry Stevenson and brothers, Fred Sanders and Joe
Rutherford; a host of other relatives and friends including special friends,
Deacon Arlyn Fuller, Elder Clifford Houston, min. Cousteau McGee and
Mother Carolyn Wells.

Pastor Sanders was preceded in death by his mother, Willie Mae Rutherford;
father, Fred Sanders; stepfather, Joe Rutherford; brothers, Fred Sanders Jr.
and Joe Rutherford Jr.; aunts, Carrie (Eugene) Thomas, Maudine (Robert)
Johnson, Modine (Clay) Austin, Bobbie Jean, Mammie, Fannie Mae (Harold)
Montgomery.

The family would like to express special thanks to Dr. Abdullah Raffee, staff at
First Hospice Care — Dawn, Stacy and Tes.

Pastor Sanders’ favorite scripture: Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.”



Cemetery Details

Great Lakes National Cemetery

G-4200 Belford Rd.
Holly, Ml 48442

Previous Events
Viewing

DEC 18. 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home Chapel, Flint
906 W. Flint Park Blvd.

Flint, Ml 48505

(810) 789-MOON (6666)
lemoonfhflint@gmail.com
http://www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

Happy Memorial Day Captain James Paul Sanders (JP) your
company is still with you! You won the war with GOD! I'm with you!

Bathsheba Gibborim - May 27, 2024 at 10:29 AM

Pastor James Paul Sanders

October 09, 2023 at 07:02 AM

Captain James Paul Sanders remembered

Bathsheba Gibborim - May 27, 2024 at 10:30 AM

God's Generals and Captains in the Army of the Lord will be
remembered no matter what the enemy try.

Bathsheba Gibborim - May 29, 2024 at 03:19 PM

Love you Dad as | work on my doctorate ]
degree your still my inspiration! | hold two

Masters degrees, one Bachelor, and an .
associates. This is because when the world “
did not support me and even church folks with

funny hair, and funny clothes turned away from me | did not cast
away my confidence as you taught me.

Bathsheba Gibborim - June 18, 2023 at 06:54 PM



George&Carolyn Grundy lit a candle in |

memory of Pastor James Paul Sanders

George&Carolyn Grundy - January 03, 2021 at 04:42 PM

Thank you for your kind word for me and my father and family. |
remember you served him well as his faithful members thanks!

Bathsheba Gibborim - June 18, 2023 at 06:56 PM

Pandoretta Jackson lit a candle in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

w
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Pandoretta Jackson - December 30, 2020 at 05:13 PM

Phyllis Oliver lit a candle in memory of Pastor ]

James Paul Sanders

Phyllis Oliver - December 27, 2020 at 07:21 PM



Erica Washington lit a candle in memory of !
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Erica Washington - December 24, 2020 at 01:04 AM

Julia Gamble sent a virtual gift in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Julia Gamble - December 22, 2020 at 07:17 AM

NaRotha Ogden lit a candle in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

‘ |

NaRotha Ogden - December 22, 2020 at 02:11 AM

Arnenia Odum lit a candle in memory of I
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Arnenia Odum - December 21, 2020 at 11:15 PM



Tonya Johnson lit a candle in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Tonya Johnson - December 21, 2020 at 06:11 PM

Bathsheva Ha-Gibborim lit a candle in
memory of Pastor James Paul Sanders

Bathsheva Ha-Gibborim - December 20, 2020 at 11:27 PM

Alverma Smith lit a candle in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Alverma Smith - December 20, 2020 at 05:39 PM

Felicia Reeves-Nunn lit a candle in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Felicia Reeves-Nunn - December 20, 2020 at 03:03 PM




Ronnie Wiggins lit a candle in memory of ]
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Ronnie Wiggins - December 19, 2020 at 08:02 PM

Pastor Sanders taught and lived Holiness. My
condolences and prayers for his family.

Carol Gardner - December 19, 2020 at 07:32 PM

Bridget Thomas lit a candle in memory of
Pastor James Paul Sanders

Bridget Thomas - December 19, 2020 at 11:03 AM

My condolences to the family. You're in our
thoughts and prayers.

Jacolbi and Marla Brooks

Marla Brooks - December 18, 2020 at 04:25 PM



This is a man who really made a difference in the lives of those
whom he pastored and met. Before there was a “The Word
Network” those who knew him ..,,Grew to appreciate The Word
...were walking epistles Of The Word . If we didn’t know before we
met him God certainly afforded each soul the opportunity to know
after meeting a true Man of God whom humbly shared with those
who came in contact with him just what it truly meant to live a saved
life. As the song says that | often sang per his request “If | can Help
somebody as | pass along, if | can Cheer someone with a word or a
song if | can show somebody that he is traveling wrong...”Then My
living Shall Not Be In Vain”. And that is exactly how he lived.
Sharing and living God’s Word”. My family sends out our deepest
Sympathy. Rest pastor

Mary Wagner

Mary Wagner - December 18, 2020 at 04:25 PM

In memory of a great teacher and preacher of 1
the Word. May God Bless you all.

The Colston Family “

Carrie Sykes - December 18, 2020 at 02:12 PM

Another of one of are great fathers of the gospel has been call home to
rest. Praying for the family, that the father of mercy and the God of all
comfort, will comfort your hearts.

Elder Terry Webb Family

Terry Webb - December 19, 2020 at 08:37 AM
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I will miss you! Your baby daughter (Yvette)

Bathsheva Ha-Gibborim - December 26, 2020 at 11:25 PM

Remembering my Dad today Love ya forever dad! BG

Bathsheba Gibborim - January 12, 2024 at 08:19 PM

Sherry L Williams sent a virtual gift in memory
of Pastor James Paul Sanders i

Sherry L Williams - December 18, 2020 at 12:02 PM

My first cuz

Gail Alston- Thomas - December 18, 2020 at 06:09 AM

Ida Harkless-Gibson lit a candle in memory of ]
Pastor James Paul Sanders

AW

Ida Harkless-Gibson - December 17, 2020 at 02:21 PM



My condolences to the entire Sanders family.

Marenda Griggs-Taylor - December 17, 2020 at 01:45 PM

Condolences and prayers for the family of Pastor J. P. Sanders.

| have fond memories of fellowship services with Pastor Sanders
and his family. He was anointed by God to teach the Word and play
the guitar. He loved his wife and family and was an example of
holiness. Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of
the Lord.

The memory of the righteous is blessed Proverbs 10:7
Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, that the may rest from
their labors and their works follow them. Rev. 14:13

Julie Koger - December 17, 2020 at 10:05 AM

Pandoretta Jackson sent a virtual gift in
memory of Pastor James Paul Sanders
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Pandoretta Jackson - December 17, 2020 at 09:08 AM

Tonja Horton lit a candle in memory of Pastor ]
James Paul Sanders

Tonja Horton - December 16, 2020 at 09:12 PM



